[Micrococcus luteus: a rare pathogen of valve prosthesis endocarditis].
A rare case of prosthetic valve endocarditis caused by Micrococcus luteus is described and compared with the few cases reported in the literature, as well as the clinical features, microbiological profile, therapy, and prognosis of common prosthetic valve endocarditis. Micrococcus luteus is a constituent of the normal human buccal bacterial flora which forms yellowish colonies and appears as a gram-positive coccus typically arranged in tetrades. Although of low virulence, the germ may become pathogenic in patients with impaired resistance, colonizing the surface of heart valves. In contrast to staphylococci (for which it may easily be mistaken) it is usually penicillin-sensitive. However, the most promising antibiotic regimen proposed for treatment of Micrococcus luteus seems to be a combination of vancomycin, amikacin, and rifampicin. If the infection leads to severe hemodynamic alterations, however, valve replacement may become necessary similar to the situation in prosthetic valve endocarditis caused by more aggressive and highly resistant bacteria.